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Preface 


Sanskrit has an amazing ability to conjoin adjacent words so that the speech, 
pronunciation or chanting becomes smooth, stress free and natural. This joining of 
adjacent words to form a new word, or a change in the final letter of the preceding 
word, or a change in the first letter of the succeeding word is commonly known as 
SANDHI. 


English shares such tonal changes in sentences spoken fluently. However in English, 
the spoken word alone has changed, whereas the written word remains unaltered. 
In Sanskrit this is quite different as the written word itself follows the spoken 
speech or chanted verse and has invariably undergone a change in the spelling. 


What does it mean? Firstly that English has a marked difference in speech vis-a-vis 
the written text whereas Sanskrit faithfully follows the spoken text in writing, so 
there is an absolute synchronicity therein. And why should Sanskrit be so faithful in 
speaking and writing? The reason is that Sanskrit began with the dawn of 
communication when there were no writing systems. It became a serious scientific 
necessity to pass on the language in its purest and precise form to subsequent 
generations. So each spoken word as it changed its pronunciation in various 
sentences was later on written as it was spoken, to prevent ambiguity and preserve 
fidelity. 


This handbook has been specifically written to make the Sanskrit reader aware of 
the spellings that undergo change for words written in close proximity. In most 
cases we might be unaware that two words have joined to make a new word due to 
closeness. E.g. Namaste = qACH = aA: +o | 


i.e, this common greeting is actually a SANDHI of two words! 


For the advanced Sanskrit learner this text serves a fundamental purpose from the 
Panini Grammar point of view, as it lists the Ashtadhyayi Sutra responsible for a 
given Sandhi. 


Blessing 


Truth is hidden between the consonant and the vowel. Sanskrit, the oldest of 
languages, is organized in such a way that it fits Darwin’s theory of Evolution. The 
first letter of Sanskrit language is H (a), which is what every child says. The last of 
the vowels is 3: (ah). What is the sound that comes when you laugh? Aha ha ha! 


So in laughter the entire language is present, from Hto H: | 


There was some research done in England; scientists found that Sanskrit language is 
very suitable for neuro-linguistic functions. For about ten years, scientists were 
trying to understand why people with a base in Sanskrit are very sharp at 
mathematics and calculations. Do you know about 60% of the English language 
follows Sanskrit? If you see the roots of the English words, most of them are Sanskrit 
based.Fa 1 is sister,MIcT is brother, eat is father and Mata is Mother. If you draw 
parallels like these, you will realize that the base of English is the Sanskrit language. 


H H Sri Sri Ravi Shankar 
Guru Poornima week, American Ashram 


July 26, 2013, Boone, North Carolina 
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Prayer 


Sanskrit texts usually begin with a prayer that surely aids in one’s study. 
As we certainly feel, at least in the back of the minds, our efforts plus 
Divine grace paves the path for one’s success. 


FATAL ATTA ATT ASAT | 

pocorn Sih cet ontrae aH: A 

By whom the letters of the alphabet were cognized and collected, as 
directed by Lord Shiva; the one who spoke upon and elucidated the 
grammar, to that sage Panini my humble salutations. 


ATFAHT ACerS ATA TAS ry | 

arts Fae FT Wd SeH AAA I 

The vartika elaborations writer Vararuchi, the great commentator 
Patanjali, and the original verse giver Panini, to the trio my grateful 
appreciations. 


XII 


Introduction 


Sandhi is simply a joining of two adjacent words to form a new word. In 
many cases the new words are written separately as two words without 
joining them into one word, however there is a slight change in the 
spelling. 


It is also much easier to pronounce, what comes naturally when 
speaking is called Sandhi. 
1.4.109 oz: atraHe: Hfeat | The Ashtadhyayi defines Samhita as close 
proximity. fz: from upasarga 44 and dhatu eto join (afar = ar) 
Specifically it means two adjacent letters 
e within the same word or 
e the last letter of the preceding word and the first letter of 
the succeeding word. 
e.g. afar = aq + feat | By Sandhi the makara has changed to 
anusvara within a word. 
e.g. 44: d= AHeT | By Sandhi the visarga has changed to sakara and 
these two separate words are commonly written as one word. 
e.g. Wa BSA = sara | The lying down resting posture in Yoga, 
Shavasana is actually a Sandhi of two words. 





Then there is an entire section in the Ashtadhyayi where Sanhita is an 
Adhikara sutra, a governing rule with its domain of many sutras. 
6.1.72 area | What happens “In the cases of close proximity” 


for various letters of the alphabet is elucidated in 
this section. 





Sandhi’s are named by the replacement letter. Sandhis are of types: 
1. 44 Afea: or FaTATeg: (The combination of adjacent vowels) 

2. oo tea: or AAaqatea: (Combination of adjacent consonants) 

3. fart: ate: (Visarga sandhi) 

4, AqeaTe: Afey: (Anusvara sandhi) 


Common Sandhi Words 


3 WMA AA: | WT Sa: = WTS: | Ganesha = 
Lord of Atoms/Constituents of matter or of ahuman being. 


Meaning | The Words | Sandhi__| Individual Meaning 


nee Gita renee [ee Lord’s Song 


Forthright Without Deception 
Padacched SS a Word Boundary 
Student — Seeker of Knowledge 
semen [Popeiie 


STATS: 


a 





Sandhi Basics 


Guna Substitution - conjugation 1c sq , 10c frq 
Consider the curious case of Guna Substitution (and compare it with 
Guna Sandhi) 


The 444 that are added to the dhatus are of two kinds: ada A 
and Saad 


Any 444 can cause Guna Substitution to the Dhatu with the following 


rules :- 

Guna Substitution means that a vowel is being replaced by its Guna 
letter whereas Guna Sandhi occurs when two vowels follow one another 
and both vowels are replaced by the Guna letter. 


Only the = vowels (J ,=,3,H, % , %, @) will be replaced by Guna 


letters 
Final & vowel in the Dhatu will be replaced by respective Guna letter 


Only short penultimate =% vowel (& , 3 , % , Z) will be replaced by 
respective Guna letter. Notice the use of word penultimate here, 


e Some dhatus have a consonant in the penultimate position #5 | 
e Others having a conjunct in the final position (e.g. fra ), 


penultimate vowel here is counted as long,. and for such dhatus 
this rule becomes inapplicable. 


Concept of tara , atest: , ana: , FAA: , arr 
=4TAT — In sandhi, we have the concept of =4Tf | It refers to the letter 
that will be replaced. 


area: — Concept of Replacement letter. We need to determine the 
corresponding letter or letter nearest to the =4T4t_ , when more than 


one replacement letters HT¢2IT: are present. This is achieved by AAA 


in place of enunciation, effort, or emphasis. 


In sandhi, when we say €4Tf will be replaced by a corresponding letter, 
we mean the letter that is closest in enunciation. E.g. a hard alp-prana 
1* letter of row class palatal tat like 4 could be replaced by letter = 


that corresponds to it because it is also a hard alp-prana 1* letter of row 
class guttural. 


Likewise a soft maha-prana 4" of row class palatal 4 corresponds to a 


soft maha-prana 4" of row class guttural © | 


arty: — Augment that gets inserted in between the two letters 
undergoing Sandhi without changing or replacing any existing letter. 


fafa: — Concept of the presiding condition. The fafa: is the 
condition or letter whose presence causes the Sandhi. This may not be 
the case for all Sandhis. 


artyat — Sequence of letters in a word. It is very necessary to split 
words into letters to correctly apply Sandhi rules. 

e.g. TH=CTA AAP: =F HTN HO: | WAT = CAAA 1 Only 
then we can be sure of the Final Letter and the Penultimate Letter since 
that is essential in applying Sandhi. 


Concept of Teated , ATaTedT 


Some Sandhis are for Yate , i.e. letter at the end of a word. Commonly 
called “Final letter”. Such Sandhis can be called External Sandhis, as 
they happen when two words meet. 


Some Sandhis mention Hated , i.e. these are to be applied within a 
word, or Internal Sandhi during word formation. 


Sandhis that do not mention this can be applied for both Internal and 
External conditions. 


Sandhis Classified 


Vowel sandhi aq ated: 
Consonant sandhi @ Afra: 
Visarga sandhi faart ated: 
Anusvara sandhi 4qeare afew: 


Anunasikatvam Semivowel sandhi 
Nasalization Sandhi - Candrabindu 

Insertion of Augment Sandhi 

Pragrihyam or Sandhi not happening 
Doubling of Consonant sandhi feca ated: 
Final Conjunct drops sandhi 4arttedea ATT: | 
Exceptions to sandhi ated: 

Optional Sandhis 

A Confusing Sandhi - Prefixing a T#T< 


Sandhis those are actually directives to Dhatu letters 
Sandhis those are very specific, only for a particular Dhatu, 
Pratyaya or condition. 


Mathematical Steps in applying Sandhi 


See the relevant Definitions if any. 

See the relevant Vidhi Sutra. 

See the relevant Paribhasas if any. 

Determine the correct Tat letter. 

Determine the exact S125 letter. 

Drop the tag letters 

Eliminate possibilities if more than one atea1_ letter is there. 
Check if 8.2.1. TIATHASA | applies. 

Loop through entire Ashtadhyayi once or twice until there is no 
change in the final form of the word. 

10. Verify from literature. 


SSeS eS ee YP P 


Simple Vowel Sandhi Chart 
I ee 


Pees 


| eek ae mn 


a EE 


ela la l@ [lela lelelel* [4 lala 
a 7 


Tia la |aA la [Ha laA lala lala lala la 
ria ie@litl/zasaljasaslas}|a la jar la 


JE 


Tl)a}a | a }a | al} a | at} a} ar | a 
AT TT 
bh 


Note - This does not take into account certain exceptions. 





Anunasika replacements for semivowels 4 1 4 
2 i 


© sath ASATAS > & sataHyA AsTA? | Correct Pronunciation during 
Yagya or Puja. 


t remains as it is, it has no corresponding nasal. 


Gat Ale: > TARTS: | 


Joining Conjuncts is NOT Sandhi 


Be clear that writing conjuncts is not Sandhi. Also merging consonants 
with the following vowel into one word is NOT Sandhi. 


fautardy Se array Sara AAs: Il Gita 2.1 


Traditionally written as . 





Aq: ll Gita 2.1 





Herein f , H are NOT Sandhi. Rather a writing Style. 


Vowel Sandhi 


Vowel Sandhi Basics 

GunaLetters= 4 UT A, AL Aq 

Vriddhi Letters=aT TU 3, are 
VOWEL STRENGTH CHART is very useful in understanding the 
concept of guna and vriddhi 
Vowels in ancient sanskrit (vedic, Classical sanskrit (Bhagavad 
pre vedic and post vedic) Gita, Ramayana, 

Mahabharata and later) 

Weak 


(similar 
vowels) 


Corresponding 
semivowel 


Over time, the vowels in ancient Sanskrit merged to produce the 


diphthongs used in classical Sanskrit. 
Similar vowels combine and become long. Remember, diphthongs 


are dissimilar to each other. They are NOT Savarna. 
Two dissimilar vowels will change based on the first vowel. If the 


first vowel is 3T or 31, then the first vowel combines with the second 
and strengthens it by one level. Known as Guna sandhi, i.e. 


strengthening of vowel by one level, from weak to medium, in 
vowel strength chart. (Guna = Multiplication). 
Here you see the weak-strength vowels § , 3 , % becoming medium- 
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strength vowels ¥ , 3, IT 


Wal SoG: > WA HS HG: > Wo UG: > Woles: | 

fed 39a: > al 37S Va: > Ra HT Feat: > PRaTeN: | 

Hel RIS: > Ae 3 HS: > ABA TS: > Ale: | 

If the second vowel is already strong, then the first vowel 
disappears. Known as Vriddhi sandhi, i.e. strengthening of vowel by 
two levels, from weak to strong, in vowel strength chart. 


dea sera > ae HT Ha > aes Hl aA > aSalarsa | 


Otherwise if the first vowel is other than 31 or 3, it will change to its 
corresponding semivowel. 


Sid He > SAS HF 3 SAAN > SMe! 


For diphthongs, the second part of the diphthong becomes the 
corresponding semivowel. 

Wid > AH AlAs HHS H fa > HAHAH fa > Hale / 

Ue al 314d > Ge Ald Hdd | Protect us both together. 





1.4.10 ata ATT | Laghu 4 is the term given to the short simple vowels, 
le. THIT, SHIL, SHIT, FEHIX, VHT | 


1.4.11 Hart Te | Guru Te is the term given to the short simple vowels 
followed by a conjunct consonant. 


1.4.12 ¢f4q¥ | Also Guru applies to the long simple vowels, i.e. ATHTZ, 
SAIL, HHI, AAT, and also to the diphthongs that are naturally long 
i.e. WATT, UAT, AHI, AAT | 
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01 Savarna Dirgha Sandhi = a + aatt aH -> both replaced 
by its dirgha 
6.1.101 Hah: Tau eT: | ATo MAA: ATava FTAA | 


When two similar simple vowels come together, both are replaced by 
its corresponding dirgha vowel. This is in fact an exception to the Guna 
Sandhi for the similar simple vowel conditions. 


Eg. g+o-->@ 
E.g. Hel + AAT > FeIcAT great soul 


E.g. tq + aq > TAT all children are indebted to parents 


Note 
The simple vowels % and @ are grammatically considered 4a", by 


Vartikakara, hence in the case of @ + % the replacement letter is 
since there is no dirgha & | 


Note 


Even dirghaS and @f have been considered grammatically 44 for a 
particular situation as both are uttered from the soft palate. 


4h simple vowels 4 FS 7% &, 


corresponding Dirgha Vowels &I = & % and for @ also * | 


An Exception paraRupa sandhi exists. 
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01a Exception to Savarna Dirgha - paraRupa Sandhi — 
Internal A#T< + TT Hetx< —> both replaced by following Letter 


6.1.97 AaT TT | ATaTed A + H/T/AT -> both replaced by following guna 
letter. 


See a Dhatu conjugation condition 44 + ated? -> qaqted | 


(and not aatted). 


01b Exception to Savarna Dirgha/Yan Sandhis - purvaRupa 
Sandhi —1¢ + a4 Affix —-> both replaced by preceding Letter 


6.1.107 ATA Fa: | Condition of declining a stem ending in HHT in the 
second case singular vibhakti A¥ | 


See UH + AA -> UA A AA -> TA A FA -> UTA | Accusative Singular. 


Similarly 24 , Te4 | Accusative case singular words. In such cases it is 
an exception to 47 Sandhi. 
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02 Guna Sandhi = #4°+z% -> both replaced by its guna letter 


1.1.2 AST: | Letters 4,7, Al are named Guna. 


6.1.87 ATT: | 
© When aa is followed by sam , both are replaced by its T guna 


letter. TU + Gea: =TAra: , TAT+ Sat: = THM: | 


© When aar is followed by Samy , both are replaced by its at 


guna letter. qa + Seq: = Tareq: | 


Exception to guna sandhi is ATé2I rule for past tense conjugation for 
dhatus beginning with a vowel when &Té augment applies. 


Another Exception:- Final 4 = 3 @ short or dirgha, followed by short 
7 are optionally not combined. 


6.1.127 SHtsqayt MHeraey Seq 6.1.128 HAH: 
E.g. ta]I+ eI: Sno guna> aay: = a Brahmin saint 


E.g. TaII+ eT: Sno guna> ages: = one of the 7 sages 
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02a Extension to Guna Sandhi St Tax: 


1.1.51 SXW TAZ: | In the condition when %/7#/@ is to be replaced by ATT 
letter, then it will — be replaced by %/e suffixed to AT letter. 


eet _lannte {er ~4z: suffixed Replacement 


4 
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03 Vriddhi Sandhi #att+wq -> both replaced by vriddhi letter 


1.1.1 Gfaxeteq | Vriddhi letters are aT, U , ST | 


6.1.88 Ffaets | In the condition +4" + TW , the corresponding vriddhi 
letter replaces both vowels. This is in fact a case of exception to the 
guna sandhi seen earlier since U4 is a subset of A | 


e when aa is followed by vam both are replaced by its vriddhi 
letter U | Poy + Wey = POI | 

e when aa is followed by HAT , both are replaced by its vriddhi 
letter a | Ag] + Alea: = AAllee: | 


Note 
The &T is also a Vriddhi letter and it finds use elsewhere. 





Similarly ATZ , Ate are also Vriddhi letters and find use elsewhere. 


6.1.91 STAN Ald Ata: | Upasarga ending in Hat + Fz beginning 
Dhatu -> both vowels replaced by the Vriddhi letter. 
See ST + Heald -> ST A wal -> Saas | 


03a Extension to Vriddhi Sandhi Tataeedq 
6.1.89 UaaAes | When Aa + Ufa /wats/HS occur, Vriddhi Sandhi 


takes place and the following letter remains. 


Consider 34 + Ufa | Here ST is an upasarga and uf is the iii/1 @é rupa 
of Dhatu 27 | 


Sq A Ut > sq U fF > ste | 


Here 4 +7 gets replaced by & Vriddhi letter. S4f¢ | This is infact an 
exception to purvarupa sandhi. 
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03b Exception to Vriddhi Sandhi - Pararupa Sandhi 4 VetTed 
4+ TT letter both replaced by TT letter 


6.1.94 Uf TTA | Upasarga ending in Hatt + US beginning Dhatu, 
both letters replaced by the following letter, i.e. the Pararupa. 


This is an exception to the Vriddhi and Savarna Dirgha Sandhis. 


Overrides dirgha A4+4—>S or vriddhi sandhi 4+U—T in iii/3 present 
tense third person plural form of verbs. 


Also noticed in addition of upsarga to a verb 


aq +ufe > Hate (instead of Hale incorrect) 

Upasarga 39 + state Dhatu Sq iii/1 72 rupa -> 

ST A + Hata —Pararupa Sandhi-> Sy At Utd -> Sarai | 

(By Vriddhi Sandhi it would have been Sata , that is incorrect.) 


Note 
But standard vriddhi sandhi in So + Uta?" > Sate (and not Sate 
incorrect) !!! 


03c Another Pararupa Sandhi 
6.1.95 AATSTa | aS 7 | 


Also in the case Hat + 32 primal sound, Pararupa happens. 
And also in the case Hat + als upasarga, Pararupa happens. 


Consider 3 44: fTaTq | While singing we also sing 44: fata & | 
We can write it as 44: fata HT | By Pararupa Sandhi we get 44: 


ravine | 


Consider upasarga a= + Sf , by guna sandhi we get Uf | Now fora + 
uf -> Pararupa Sandhi -> f9 | 
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04 Yan 4 Sandhi = Ff + dissimilar vowel -> 4 letter and 
following vowel remains 


Definition of 2% letter - the simple vowels = = 3 GH H Zl 
Definition of AT letter-thesemivowels 4 ZT < 1 
6.1.77 SFT Ft | 


e when say is followed by dissimilar vowel oul is replaced by 
4 and the following vowel remains as it is. 


afes+ary > aq Zane sat | aedt+arealt > wey Fy 
anreatd > aera | 


° whenzar is followed by dissimilar vowel say alone is 
replaced by q and the following vowel remains as it is. 
tsi FF ATI > C4 | 

e when aT is followed by dissimilar vowel FEauT alone is 
replaced by < and the following vowel remains as it is. 
Pgq+arear:— > Pq career: —> Pret: | 

e when @ is followed by dissimilar vowel , % alone is replaced by 4 
| StH: > ARK: > AHI | 

e The following vowel remains in each of these cases. 

e Exception - does not apply for words that are pragrihyam 


Summary 

In Dirgha, Guna, Vriddhi and Yan Sandhis, all the H# letters (all the 
simple vowels) for the preceding vowel have been covered. This is from 
Maheshwar Sutras 1 and 2. 


Also notice that in Dirgha, Guna, Vriddhi Sandhis, both preceding and 
following letters are replaced, while in 4% Sandhi, one of the 
semivowels (Maheshwar Sutras 5, 6) becomes the replacement letter for 
the preceding vowel and the following vowel remains. 
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05 Ayav #aTq Sandhi = U4 + Aq —> Vz replaced by Aq/A_ etc 
and following vowel remains 


6.1.78 Watsqarara: | In the condition U4 + Aq, 


when J, U, at, at are followed by any vowel, then these are replaced by 
AA, AA , AT , ATA resp., and the following vowel remains as it is. 


Tw is replaced by AY | Aaecd + Std at + AH: > case 1/1 
suffix causes vriddhi 
substitution 


T is replaced by aaedq + ett 
ay 


a‘ 


war ay + ait 


a + Fm: 


at is replaced by It is now simply 


AT At isreplaced | written as 
by aq Waedrata TST At: 


ayav sandhi 


ATA: 





Notice that the sandhi name gives a clue to the replacement letter! 
AAS Aree | 


Ayav Sandhi has an exception that is covered in purvarupa sandhi. 
Ayav Sandhi does not apply for pragrihyam words. 
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06 Purvarupa ¥4eq Sandhi(Final T{+H -> TA, A gets elided 
to S 


6.1.109 US: Tatedtatd | This is an Exception to Hag sandhi with 
appearance of S avagraha to indicate the elided 4 | The avagraha 
symbol is not from the Ashtadhyayi. It is a device used by later 
grammarians to help in decoding Sanskrit texts correctly. 


When U4 at the end of a padam is followed by &, then both are 
replaced by the Uq letter. The & is elided or it is represented by an 


avagraha S. Purvarupa means the preceding vowel U4 thus the name. 


FAH + AY -> AHA Kathopanishad bhashya 2.2.7 
& et Aq ATA |S BLS ATA | ~OLord protect me. 


Exception to A4aTq sandhi, appearance of s Avagraha. 


Note 
Avagraha occurs in one other case also, the visarga sandhi rule 


F:4+397— ay + S 
Eg: +aeq—> al Seq ; 


Tea: +AAH > AeaisAh, PMT: + ACT» Peretiseq{ Kathopanishad 
Bidet 


And here the sandhi is visarga sandhi and not purvarupa sandhi. See 


TAISET FT, WASAATATS:, HIST | 
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07 Extension to #aTq Sandhi (4 “1: after aarTqZ ) 
8.3.19 ATT: WHAT | Condition UA + AY | By AAA sandhi, the v4 


letter changes to 44/AlM4/A4/ATF and this faces an HY letter. 
In a Taled case after AATY sandhi has been applied if the beginning 
letter of the next word is a vowel or a semivowel, the J or Z is simply 


dropped. Such dropping is sometimes seen in the literature. 


In this case, no further sandhi occurs. Final 4 q preceded by & AT is 
optionally dropped when followed by a vowel or soft consonant. Very 
common in Upanishads. 


Restated - TaTed 4 or F when preceded by an Hat and followed by Ae 
is optionally dropped. 


E.g. kathopanishad bhashya 1.2.3 
iid sath > aiid aq sah > BHA sah > Ftd Seah (A AAMT: 
after AAT) 


In this case, no further sandhi occurs. 


E.g. kathopanishad bhashya 1.2.3 qttta Scqth (the H and = do not join 
further) 


07a Extension to #aTq Sanghi = areat f& seat 
6.1.79 atedt ff Feast | In the specific condition when Ara: is followed 
by an affix beginning with 2 , the at/at gets replaced by 44/4 resp. 


Consider WT + 44 | Here WT is a pratipadika ending in ST | AA7isa 
taddhita affix. It becomes J Aq AA -> TAA | any cow product e.g. milk, 
curd, cowdung etc. 
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08 T<eq Sandhi ( Internal 4+ Tr: letter > TT: letter ) 
When an AYaled HATE is followed by a TT: letter, 
both vowels are replaced by the following vowel (i.e. by the TT: letter, 


as in the example of the fd= 34a iii/3 ending Afra during conjugation). 
Definition of guna letter - The 7: letters are 4, U, at 


Note - Overrides the Fatt 41 sandhi condition A+ , or 
qfax sandhi +7 as the case may be. 


Eg Hal? + afeqi = > org Topo fatto —> no guna because lack of 


appropriate vowel 


> 42+ 4+HTed > TST Sandhi because & is followed by guna letter 4 


— a2fed They all roam (this overrides the dirgha sandhi hence it did not 
become Hetted) 


Eg Hae + 0% > oT TIT Ofqo — no guna 


> AY + A+ > Freq Sandhi because & is followed by guna letter T > 
AT +U 
— 47 | go (this overrides the vriddhi sandhi hence it did not become 


74) 


E.g. Het? + aq > org qToffo — no guna because lack of 


appropriate vowel 


> At + A+HT > TET Sandhi because & is followed by guna letter 4 
> 46+ aq 


> Acq > Ae augment > A+ Acy —> Aled They all wandered. 
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Vowel Sandhi Exceptions 


09 Vriddhi of 4T2 augment 


6.1.90 Ate | 
Conjugation process of Past Tense 4= | 


We know that during the conjugation, dhatus beginning witha 
consonant take the 42 augment and the dhatus beginning with a vowel 
take the Sj augment. In this case, the replacement of both preceding 


and following letters is the corresponding Vriddhi letter. 


Definition of Vriddhi letter - a strengthening of the stem 


Outcome of vriddhi 
substitution 
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E.g. 
conjugation process of ay to worship, in past tense 


a4 +1 > AX+ M+ T—> noguna because no requisite vowel > A4 
+H+q 


a4+I—> Ale augment > + Aa4+q—> vriddhiofthe a2 


augment sandhi 


> s4a+qd—> ad" He worships 


conjugation process of 24° to desire, AS, Hale 
att {dem oust T+ I> nogunas sugt+atd 
The stem or AST here is Sees 


sata Aeaugment > A) Sei+I—> vriddhiofthe Ae 


augment sandhi 


> 0 my+q > ved" He desires 


24 


10 S4gS3dF 312: Sandhi, SAU + Vowel > SY 
+Vowel, 3dUI + Vowel > 34 + Vowel 


6.4.77 Hfa GIGI ‘ds! | Exception to 4 sandhi. 


When $d1 at the end of an 31ST is followed by a non-guna-causing-vowel-beginning 
affix, Then SaUT - S24 instead of 4 1 This is an exception to BUT sandhi in the 
following situation: 


During conjugation process 


When SdaU at the end of an 3189: is followed by a Wea that begins with a vowel and 
that does not cause @°T:, then the Squl—> Sq instead of 4 1 Similarly 3qUI> 3a | 


RAV —> FX | HAT Ter | 
Note: The $43 HAI: overrides the BUT Afee: that is WIAA | 


E.g. dhatu €°“ = to respect, regard. Let us derive the Present Tense, Active Voice, III/1 


form (Ac, Hal) 

This dhatu is always used with the upasarga HT 
31+ E+ > G+ W+ A Note: 6c, hence no guna. 
7.4.28 RS waey-forseaq 1 (ER) 


Due to NS HAW and being HMA does not cause guna, the ®—> XS 1 Since we 
drop the 3d letter so®> FR 1 


ie. ANAS +3 a 
Now the 34S 31e2I: overides BU and makes § + 31 > Sa (instead of J) 


> a{sa+3+d ~ih a+ a > ad — With the upsarga it becomes HT + ead > 
Hifeaeaiii/1He/She/It respects. 


Consonant Sandhi 


Here we introduce @J>ocle sandhi. 


11 UledF Sandhi of > UT 
8.4.1 CISA al UT: AAAS | 
Glo MAU lea EY Ved GTCAA | 
In the same word, when Y or ¥ precedes a , then AHN changes to UAT | 
e.g. ofleq: -> SHUT: | 
The Vartikakara extends this sutra to apply to the vowel %& | 


Thus Try + aa 6" case plural vibhakti > TAU | 


11a Extension to Ulcd# Sandhi ef > VU 
8.4.2 HeHASeAFATAASH | e.g. WHaT > TAT 9/1 


This rule does not apply when 4 is at end of word. 
8.4.37 Téledea [aA] 1 e.g. Tatet2/3 


when 3 precedes a & intervening letters are [ vowels, 4 q @o PY ] and 4 is 
followed by [ a vowel, «1 ,H ,&4 ,d | the nasal consonant 4 gets substituted by UT when 
am ,&,U, VT precedes the of within the same word. 


This sandhi occurs with the following rules: 


e Immediately *® 3% XY VY precedes the «{ within the same word or intervening 
letters if any are HC letter, anusvara , Hast Vast 
e cis followed by 3a letter,1,7,4,q4 


Definition of 31¢ - Maheshwar Sutra 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 - all vowels, semivowels, aspirate 


Definition of 37 - Maheshwar Sutra 1,2,3,4 - all vowels 

e.g, Uae © Tar 3/1 

WATE © TWaTOT 6/3 

Note - if sl is a Weled letter, the sandhi does not apply e.g. WATT 2/3 


This rule does not apply when ¢ is at the end of a word. 


Notice that of is actually «1 + 37, hence be very careful to understand that we are 
talking about the consonant a and not the sound 4 | 


Also, when an intervening letter is outside the scope, this rule does not apply. e.g. 
Poyey |b ® YUU oH | Here between ¥ and a, there is a consonant UAT that is 
not of Haat / Tae, hence we do not get the form SPSOTOT | 


12 cay Sandhi (T+ > Teg) (T+ > FHV ) 
8.4.40 tat: SAT 2: | Both Internal and External Sandhi. 
e When aI connects to 3 or FAT, THT is replaced by 2 and the 


other letter remains. 
e When dat connects to I or Aa, TAT is replaced by Fat of its own 


class and other letter remains. 
This rule is amazing because it applies both ways! 


Note - while applying this rule we remember the definition of visarge 
i.e. any word ending in 4 is written as ending in visarga as in TTAq"” is 
written as TA: | 


Sandhi outcome Final word 
possibilitie 


(FA: + Mt) TAT + | Fewer 
Tt > FAY + MI 


qarterattct 


afifrqeaa-> afaeara> 
IRIEL lickec 


ie I changes to 4 by 4{c4H, and 2 
changes to & by &<44 sandhi 


ATA TSHR: > ATA ISHTAA: 


Hed Uh > Heragncy 





Prattd > afateataatte 


aq Atcal T Se WA: AAT ATTA 
Tater > 


Asatte] ae at 
SISA AAAI Il Gita 7.2 


qe + St: > Aste: 


lel a +4 No example found 


a a + Fat exception | Rule does not a 4.44 ITT | 
apply here 


hnaiaMdlicaisial q+ - 





8.4.40 has eight possible 
conditions . 
I+ | Not found in Literature 








8.4.44 | Exception to 8.4.40 
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13 Exception to {c44{ = & + ¢ Sandhi rule doesn't apply 

8.4.44 QT | 

When & is followed by Tavt, the 24cqaq{ sandhi does not take place. 
Consider the word Wa: (YX IT A:) i.e. F WT: 

Here the &[ 4 should have become 2 XI to give F22T:, however it does not 
happen. 

Consider the word fa: (4 = 9 7 &:) ie. Fa WF: 

Here the 9f 4 should have become 2T XT to give f422T:, however it does 
not happen. 


Read the sutras 8.4.40 to 8.4.44 very carefully from various 
commentaries so that Panini’s mind can be grasped a little. 


8.4.40 dt: SAT AL: | 

8.4.41 BAT B: | 

8.4.42 7 Taleard et: FATA | ATo BATA aafaerst ory Shs aTHaz | 
8.4.43 8.4.43 at: TF | 

8.4.44 IT | 


Notice why 8.4.44 is not placed immediately after 8.4.40. Summing up - 
Out of the matrix of eight possibilities, examples for five are found in 
literature, examples for two are not found, and exception for one has 
been given by Panini. 
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14 yeay Sandhi={+T/E> Y,T+T/s- g 
8.4.41 BAT B: | td: BAT AMT B: ATA | Both Internal and External Sandhi. 


The =a: is anuvritti from a previous sutra. 


When 41x connects to FY or Za, THT is replaced by Y and the other 


letter remains. 


When aaa connects to ¥ or 2a, Ta is replaced by Zav of its own 


class and other letter remains. 


This sandhi applies both ways amazing! 


Sandhi outcome Final word 
possibilities 
1) q+¥ T+¥ (TH:) TAA + THOTT 


qvyqalya > AHY + | bow to kartikeya 
(6 faced) 


(qat:) Feary + Ete | FaeTHd tree 
qay + Atad pa 


Leica 


Pah 
trembles 


i AS cl 


negated | Another rule 
applies here 
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c+ cat 
S 


(+7 [4] > guna subst>) 
T]+T> W+zF> FH (the stem 


form, i.e. pratipadika, TST”) 


Our favourite devas - =U +c: > Fe: 


fay + {=> acu: , Ut > 
per 


soe qt te | set Herules> 
acd Sandhi > 
ee 
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15 Exception to 8<aq =Final ¢ + 4 ,Final ¢ + g, No Sandhi 

8.4.42 4 Faledrd el: HATH | To HATA Tatdarepory Stet aTHaA | 

e When the 2a is at the end of a padam, then the rule? +4>2+¥ 
does not apply. *"tfete + 4Ta > rule does not apply, i.e. exception to 
Bcd sandhi. 

e When the za is at the end of apadam, thentherulez+qT>7Z+z2 


does not apply. Hafeez + afd — no change. 
e However it applies when the genitive plural vibhakti °° case ending 
affix Arq’ follows. E.g. TS + ATER > |S + UTA | Further 


ParaSavarna Sandhi makes it WT, | 


6/3 


Similarly tfete + FATA > no change, Aafete + Axfa > no change. 


Note - the Vartikakara modifies Panini’s rule 8.4.42 to include two 


specific words 7atd and AaTe | 


Hence G2 +aatd: > WIA > 
ye +Aafd: > current Sandhi > 9s + Watt: > 
paraSavarna Sandhi > (SuTata:) | 


Similarly TS + TR > TS + UPTeT (TuTT six towns). 


15a Another Exception to 844 = {+¥ No Sandhi 
8.4.43 a: TF | 
When aa is followed by W#TIz, Faq Sandhi doesn’t apply. 


e.g. dq + 43: | Remains unchanged. Aas: | 
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16 axcaq Sandhi (Final Ae letter > “2 letter) Word ending in 
the 1° of class is replaced by 3” of class 

8.2.39 AAT AMiSed | TeET Ard AAT FW: FATT | Frequently seen in the 
pratipadika stems. e.g. Udd Ude | The He letter at the end of a padam 


is replaced by a corresponding 41° letter, as to 7 ,_{ to = | Definition 
of Ae letter - Maheshwar Sutras 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 


The 1°, 27, 3%, 4" letters of all class consonants and the sibilants 
(Note - in these, the 9[ , 4 , and @ are not considered here because they 
undergo other sandhis.) 


Definition of S9I letter - Maheshwar Sutra 10 


The 3“ letter of each class consonanti.e. TFS zq 


taj = Ae Letter | atest: = FT Letter | aT=T Proximity 
Reason 


E207 | Same Row consonant 
Same Row consonant 
q,? Same Row consonant 
a $ 


Ss 
a 
a 


CE |g | 


= 

3 roy 3 
Both from Throat 
$ becomes J 


7Z becomes J 


= becomes = : P 
ab b WTT+SM: -> HT FT SM: -> HHATSTT: 
ecomes & 


+HeU: -> YT Acq: -> Fara: 
7 becomes 4 wt v4 


Note - the upsarga Sq — Sq in usage due to this sandhi. 
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This sandhi is encountered frequently in Sankara’s Bhashyam for 
Upanishads and the Bhagavad Gita. 


This happens when sandhi is between two words |.e. external sandhi. If 
it is internal sandhi, then usually its variant applies. 


aT: | Gita 2.29 


WIM aeay Hearasata ss | Gita 
7.3 





aay sandhi 


aTey: | Gita 2.29 





The { did not change to { because it is followed by a hard 
consonant. Hence 4-44 sandhi happened where 1" of class is the 


replacement, instead of 784 where 3" of class is the replacement 
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17 A variant of sca Sandhi (ae{ + A2-> Fz letter) The 1* of 
class is replaced by 3” of class 
8.4.53 AAT A ATT | Internal Sandhi within a word. 


The He letter when followed by a 49 letter is replaced by a 
corresponding ST2[ letter. Generally seen while conjugating a verb, i.e. 
internal sandhi. 


qa+ta:->qqt+ta:s qa+ta:—> | Similarly 74+ a: > area: 


taTAT ae: fate: ATS: 

Changeable Closeness in Cause for | Replaceme 

Letter utterance, Sandhi nt Letter 
hence ag 


rAaKwe Soft palate. a 
TET [lips [at LT 
SALE 


c 
Sy Sa Oa Cerebrum €,s g 

(hard palate) 
1.2.4, 1,7 | Teeth Ca a 


Sefinition of Acq letter - Maheshwar Sutras 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 
The 1%, 2"? 3%, 4" letters of all class consonants and the sibilants 





Note - in Sie letters, the 9[ , 4 , and @ are not considered here because 
they undergo other sandhis. 

Definition of S9I letter - Maheshwar Sutra 10 

The 3” letter of each class consonant ieT YF zq 

Definition of H2[ letter - Maheshwar Sutras 8,9,10 (Wq AWA) 

The 3 and 4" letters of each class consonanti.e. TUTATEIATA- 


all are soft consonants. 
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17a Exception to Acd#L Sandhi Gl G: 
8.2.31 1G: | 
SoA let:-SATor TAA Zora T 
Ga:-: S: Afel WaEI Hed T 
Gfet:-SHRET SH: TERT: HATS 
Condition 1-Sifel Wd: for Internal Sandhi. 
JaIeLUT:-AE 'P -> ater , aTSAL , TecaA | 
Condition 2-4aea Hed T for External Sandhi. 
JETELTT:-TITME , TSSATS , FECAATE 


18 Ueda Sandhi (Hel + BX, Hel replaced by W 
letter) The 3¢ of class is replaced by 1° of class 


8.4.55 UN TD | GNASIoNA AK | 


Here the dX (first consonant of each class + sibilants) is anuvritti taken from a 
previous sutra. The He letter when followed by a GX letter is replaced by a 
corresponding Uf letter. The sibilants will be replaced by themselves. 


Definition of Sef letter - Maheshvarani Sutrani 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 


The 15t, 2nd 3rd 4th jotters of all class consonants and the sibilants 
Note - the letter € is not considered here because of other sandhis. 


Definition of dX letter - Maheshvarani Sutrani 11, 12, 13 - all are hard consonants 
(HON Crate) 


The 1°' letter of each class consonant & UZ a 4 and sibilants 2.0 
Definition of GX letter - Maheshvarani Sutrani 11, 12, 13 - all are hard consonants 


The 15t and 2™ letters of each class consonant # @ aU &C¢Oda%44 ® and the 
sibilants 9f ¥ 4 


be. 


Hed+ Hfa> Acde sandhi 1° of class to 3™ of class + Aga3ifed no further 
sandhi. 


Udd+ Ha > AcdH sandhi 1° of class to 3™ of class > Vaawrla > UcdA 


sandhi 3™ of class to 15* of class because following letter is ® i.e. a GX letter > 


Uderrnife | 


aim + Aiifa + Seas sandhi 1° of class to 3™ of class > ateavifa — AcadA sandhi 
3° of class to 15* of class because following letter is H i.e. a GX letter > AH | 


Note - No restriction of Ta4eq, no restriction of 34dIed, so this is internal as well as 
external sandhi. 


19 Taq WIAA options (AT> AC/ FT letter) 


8.4.56 atsaaTat [AL AAT] | 


The 4 letter at the end of a sentence when a virama is there (also for a 
Stand alone word) is replaced by a corresponding “& letter; or a 


corresponding SJ letter. 


Definition of Ae{ letter - Maheshvarani Sutrani 8,9,10,11,12,13,14 

The 1%, 27, 3 4" letters of all class consonants and the sibilants 

Note - the §[ ,4{ , and @ are not considered here because they undergo 
other sandhis. 


Definition of F9T© letter - Maheshvarani Sutrani 10 
The 3" letter of each class consonant ie 7 4 Sz q 


Definition of 4z letter - Maheshvarani Sutrani 11, 12, 13 

The 1* letter of each class consonant and the sibilants ie F TET TAY 
4 

E.g. 

stand alone SUfAGd | becomes SUTAT | Hed/Heg | AHTE/AHTES | 


Si + Sofas | > AM sandhi> Feaatage | 


—> 38d sandhi, = replaced by > Faqataye | 

Or 

+>12c4H option sandhi, z replaced by = (qua dental) >scaqAya| 
Or 


+444 option sandhi, ¢ replaced by q (qua dental) >scaq Ay | 
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20 #44 sandhi = F letter > & letter 


8.2.30 41: &: [Afet, aed 4, Teea] | AaT replaced by Har. 
Fay Haat Wat Alt Wed:, Tated 7 | 
The letters of the 7a are replaced by a corresponding #a" letter. This 


occurs in two Cases - 
e when 7a‘ is followed by a Aq letter, or 
e when aq is at the end of a padam 


Definition of Tat — the letters of the 2" row ie 4 B J A J (also written 
compactly as 4) 


Definition of Hat — the letters of the 1‘ rowie = @ J J F (also written 
compactly as ®) 


Definition of Ae letter - Maheshvarani Sutrani 8,9,10,11,12,13,14 

The 1%, 2"? 3% 4" letters of all class consonants and the sibilants 

Note - the 9 , 4 , and @ are not considered here because they undergo 
other sandhis. 


See Dhatu TH > THT | THA | THAT | 
Dhatu 4 > AT | THA | THA | 
Pratipadika 414 — Tf | 
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21 Say sandhi { > & Optional 


8.4.63 aeegiste | (Aa: ot: &: Ate) | 
Here the 24 is from a previous sutra. If A4 the first four of a varga, is 


followed by 8 then the 2I is optionally replaced by @ | 
The 9 that is preceded by a 34 letter and followed by an 44 letter is 
replaced by & Optionally. 


a fe WSS AA ATT AT MHA Sq MTT Shear 
a fe Waa FATT mae TA esa | Gita 2.8 


(ora fe TI9STH FATT ere eM TA fea 


aay fe AAA Saat aa Papert | 


SATA HH HAA eA eae eed ey ll Gita 12.12 
Mea ted > CART Art | 

Definition of A4 letter -Maheshwar Sutra 8,9,10,11,12 
i.e. all the class consonants. 


Definition of AX letter -Maheshwar Sutra 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 
i.e. all the vowels, semivowels, nasals and the aspirate. 


e.g. Dard Med AHA > Boer Bled Arcata | 


Further sandhis occur here 

Tard Bled Aca > PACAH sandhi > Aes Bled aah > 
Tapraied AH > Aoeeaied Aca > AIA sandhi> Axseareq 
AA Aa > Bapeaied J aca > BZA: > Areseaied AHA | 
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When 2T is preceded by a word ending in the first four letters of a class 


consonant and 91 is followed by a vowel, asemi-vowel, anasalor@ , 


Then & is optionally changed into % | 


aq+freat > area_aT or aresreat Ssq+isey + saeA or 
ator: aseitet: or Teer: Serer 
Sota: Test: or Sat: «= | THAT: SATA: or 
Waq+4eal SUT ead or VATA | SATE: 


Ata: SHA: or WMA: aati: afer: or Aes: 
Saq+wr ys: ahaa: 
or ASA: 
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22 yay Sandhi= { > F 

8.3.55 ATatedea Hae: | 

In this rule a T#TZ dental sound is replaced by a Y#T< cerebral sound, 
when @ is not at the end of a word. Governing rule is 8.3.57 24#T: when 
preceded by = letter or by Ha‘ or by Z repha. 


Applies to 
q that is a {I-Wea (as in 7" case plural vibhakti <TAY etc) 
when 4 is preceded by an SY letter or 


when @ is preceded by a HA letter 
An atest: HATZ in dhatu-patha (eg dhatu =a” > fas for conjugation) 


Definition of 2%[ letter - Maheshwarani Sutrani 1,2,3,4,5,6 gives us all 
vowels except AAT, all semivowels, and the aspirate letter @ | 


Definition of Ha%t— the letters , @, 4, 4, = | 
E.g. UH Sed: | UA UAT: TA > TAT | 
= letter). 


Also aed, afayq, afay, Tey, aldy, fry, TY, FATT | 
aa Wea: — Faq AMAT: FAT | 


Tat — Ta Ta: qary, Afay, ATY, arg, aT, TAG, YN, SAU, ATTY 
ah wea: | ATT AAT: Arey (4 preceded by F which is a Fat letter). 


preceded by T which is an 


a‘ 


Counter example aa — AdTaTy AAT: _AATa (4 preceded by A which 
isnot = letter). 
Similarly in all AT#T1Tecd feminine words, it does not happen. 


aA (4 preceded by ¥ 
which is not = 7 letter) 





23 Extension to ¥44{ Sandhi = { > ¥ 
8.3.56 Ue: Ale: a: [ATaTedey TST] | 
{> Tin word ATE derived from Arg | 


23a Extension to §<44{ Sandhi = {> ¥ 
8.3.58 ataasidtiaretars art [Avetedeat SST: F:, SUH] | 


Also Y > Y in the following conditions. When 


e preceded by 2% letter and 44 augment, e.g. aif > AAT 
e preceded by Hat and 44 augment 

e 4 preceded by SY letter and visarga, e.g. A: > ATF 

e preceded by ai and visarga 

e preceded by 2 letter and sibilant, e.g. ey > AGTSY 

° preceded by #4 and sibilant. 


23b Extension to §44{ Sandhi = { > ¥ 
8.3.59 AeMIeqaar: [ATareaey HAT:, A:, STHT:] | When any atest: in 
the Ashtadhyayi Sutras or the Dhatupatha, containing a 44TX, is 
preceded by S or by Hai , it gets its THTe changed to WHT | 

e SU + Ae containing 4 -> SA + Ale containing Y 

° Hat + Ae containing 4 -> HAT + ATS containing Y 


Similarly for an Affix from the Ashtadhyayi. 
e Su +444 containing 4 -> SI + {cas containing J 
e Hat + TAF containing 4 -> Hat + Teas containing F 


e.g. future tense affix 1 changed to & in appropriate conditions. 


qiP+eq® > afavate | 


Note 
8.3.60, 8.3.61, 8.3.62 are also extensions to F > Y , Wed sandhi. 
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24 Insertion of 4 Sandhi = Hrsva vowel + & > eta + T+ | 


6.1.73 & 7 | Brae FTE TH ATA: SAT | 
ard +& > sed +7 + F | Further by att 4 Sandihi, this q always gets 
changed to {| Thus gta + 7 +y | Bt Me | 


Consider the four types 

| 7 is necessarily inserted between & and the preceding short vowel at 
the end of a word. 

WTA +S CTA ceQIaT TA esta 

fra+arar feracarar feraearaT 

GATS STACHIAT GASSTAT 


ll. 7 is necessarily inserted between = when preceded by long vowel. 


aa frert aq fea aaa 


Il. 7 is Optionally inserted between & when a long vowel at the end of 
a word. 

AeA Sa -> AEH I BIT AeA esa or AeHT BT 

AAT+QIAT -> AAT T Ala AdTeegtay or AT esta} 

arated -> area I Bad tara or aT BAA 


lV. When the particle HT and the preposition ST precede, 4 is inserted 
before & . 

M+Heatt a T Heated areareatct 

aT+feqad AT q fered Aleaed 

AItStd AT Std ATegtd 

A+sled_{ A I sled Aresledd 
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24a Extension to Insertion of 4 Sandhi 
6.1.74 ASATSTSL | 


Similarly Tt augment gets inserted in the conditions 


© Ae+G> a+ {+g > By ate a Sandhi ~- aaa 
© Weta” 


24b Extension to Insertion of 4 Sandhi 
6.1.75 stare | State FACET | UE TH SAT | 


Similarly T# augment gets inserted for a dirgha vowel 


e ata +q> at ++ y= By ate a Sandhi > aa 7g 
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25 eq Sandhi = Final 4 -> & 
8.2.66 FAATT: = | Final] gets * Ares: | And the Y of word AAT gets * 


AST: | 


Note 
S=TS | By 1.3.2 SIS STATA Sq | 1.3.9 TT ANT: | we are left with < 


repha alone. 


Condition 
ard AFT does not precede < repha, and Gz does not follow. 


Example 
ahqy safe > eh safe > eh waa > ita 


TUS ATTY > TAS ATTN > TUK ATT > TAT TOT | 


25a Extension to cq Sandhi = Final ¥ -> &-> 3 
6.1.113 Hat Ueeqaratad | Final 4 gets * Ares: that changes to T | 


a. 


ote 
S=US | By 1.3.2 STSASTTATAH Sq | 1.3.9 Tea ATT: | we are left with < 


repha alone. 





Condition 
AFT precedes < repha, and AT follows. 


Example 
TH HAST -> WAS AAS -> WAL AAS -> WA F HART | Further by 
guna Sandhi, tal Aqed | Further by Sandhi tratsaeq | 


qq AAY -> Ae AAA -> AL AAA -> A TF AAA | Further by guna Sandhi, ar 
aay | Further by Sandhi atsaq | 


AT 


25b Extension to e@ Sandhi = Final 4 -> &-> 3 
6.1.114 af 4 | Final q gets Aes: that is changed to F | 


Note 

S=TUS | By 1.3.2 Treas ATH Eq | 1.3.9 TET ATT: | we are left with z 
repha alone. 

Condition 

AFT precedes < repha, and @2 follows. 

Example 

TWA Tate -> Tae Tats -> wae Tale -> wa SF Tales | Further by guna 
Sandhi, wat wate | 

TT tattd -> TT Tatlet -> TIT Lala -> TT S tafe | Further by guna 
Sandhi, JT tart | 


25c Extension to ea Sandhi = Final 4 -> %-> 
8.3.17 ATTN AATATAST ATA | 


Final 4 gets Ales: that is changed to J | 


— 


ote 
S=TS | By 1.3.2 SIs TATAH Sq | 1.3.9 TT AMT: | we are left with < 


repha alone. 





Condition 


e oneofthe words Hq , WIA , TA precedes T repha, and A 
follows, or 


¢ Hat precedes repha, and AT follows. 


Example 
WA SaT: -> ATS Sar: -> ATE Far: -> HT Yaar: | Ay sae: | 
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25d Extension to ect Sandhi = Final 4 -> *-> 4 -> dropped 
8.3.22 eft Aaa | 


Final 4 gets * a@st: that is changed to 4 , and this FhIz gets dropped. 


Note 
S=TF | By 1.3.2 Tease Sq | 1.3.9 TT ATT: | we are left with Z 
repha alone. 


Condition 
¢ oneofthe words 414 , wT ; Fay precedes ~ repha, and #4 
follows, or 
e 84 precedes ™ repha, and 24 follows. 


Example 
We Fay: -> ATS Sal: -> A FT: -> ATF SAT: ->Aly Sar: -> AT aT: 


25e Extension to 4 Sandhi = Final 4 -> %-> 4 -> dropped 
Optionally 
8.3.19 ATT: MHeTST | Final 4 gets % Aes: that is changed to 4 , and 
this T4T™ gets dropped, Optionally. 
Also a 4417 gets dropped as seen in extension to A4Tq Sandhi, 
Optionally. 
Note 
e=09 | By 1.3.2 Se sTqaTssH Eq | 1.3.9 74 ATT: | we are left with Z 
repha alone. 
Condition 

© aay precedes Final 4 and 49 follows, or 

e 4 precedes Final 4, and 491 follows. 


Example 
We Sead -> He Seald -> at Teal ->8.3.17-> 4 7 Sealed -> 
8.3.19 4 sald | 
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26 4 art Sandhi 

6.1,132 WAAeT: FASTA Flat For the words To: and .7: made 
by the 1* case singular vibhakti 4, this vibhakti 4 is dropped when any 
consonant follows. 

Note 

=A S| By 1.3.2 SIs aes Sq | 1.3.9 Fe AM: | we are left with 
7 alone. 


Condition 
Only for the specific words UU: and .4: , when followed by 24 | 


Example 
Uay arya: -> WT AH: | 


Conversely when followed by a Vowel 
aay fat: wy: Hae: | 
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27 Doubling of ¢ letter Sandhi = aaft 7 


8.4.47 Hart A | AA +I7z causes doubling of 3 letter, Optionally. 
a = any vowel. 

W=4 4,71 

However this Sandhi does not happen in the case when 

a + ae + ty 


i.e. when the 4¢ letter ts further followed by a vowel. This makes the 
Sandhi occur only when the 4 letter is a conjunct consonant. Applies 
specifically to the following case 


wet + SITs: —> Yn Sandhi -> 44 A FAA: -> Doubling -> Fy YY SIT: 
-> Feed: | Since it is Optional, the rupa 4249T=7: is also ok. Further 
consonant sandhi happens in 4297144: and the rupa is {aeqqTaa: | 


Similarly in the words @24a , Hateq Wea: | 


| 


28 Doubling of ax letter Sandhi = a=4t teTsat & 


8.4.46 FAT TSTHAT & | In the condition Aq + %/z +4 , the Az letter gets 


doubled Optionally. 
ale Aq: | getting a divine experience. 


-> Yn Sandhi-> 8% 4 Adqwa: -> Doubling -> et A A ALAA: -> SATA: | 
Optionally, hence 444: is also ok. 


29 Previous 44 letter drop Sandhi = gat aat ata aT: Optional 


8.4.64 Za AAT AA ATT: | In the condition #4 + FA +44 , the previous 
44 letter gets dropped Optionally. 


e.g. Alea: or Alec: | 


30 Final Conjunct drop Sandhi = aariredet Ae: 
8.2.23 Haredeq ATT: | Final letter of a word ending in a conjunct is 
dropped. 


Thus the word dated reduces to HAA | The one who did. 
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31 Savarna 44a Ht drop Sandhi = at Att aatt Optional 


8.4.65 Hel Alt Fay | In the condition #4 + AZ + Aa Az , the 
preceding HZ letter gets dropped. 


2 = any consonant. 
Ht = any consonant except nasals, semivowels , 77= | 


lf a H= consonant be followed by a homogeneous consonant , then 
the first letter of the conjunct consonant is optionally dropped. 


see Fe77, or Ferd, | high wind conditions. hurricane. 


PU+Aha: —> FS: —» by this sandhi optionally > Poured: | 
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32 He MAHAL Sandhi = UW letter > HF letter 


8.4.45 WisaeMahsqaaal aT | Wealeaea UX: Hepa WL HPA: aT EAT 
Definition of 4{= all consonants including semivowels, except the aspirate © | 


A 


Anunasika replacements for 4 @ d are U. a. 


ww 


qd. but I remains as it has no 
corresponding nasal. 


External sandhi optional, internal sandhi feleTA | West ASAT TATA 


A UX letter followed by a nasal consonant is optionally replaced by the nasal of its 
own class. 


Note: This rule is optional between two padams. However within a padam, it 
definitely takes place. 


TAT AMA: > HoTAAHAA > SAsel AM: > STaTeo Ne: | 
Ud TALS > Bede > YelAA > Yet TAA > AleAeay 
faq Hat: > Tael Ha: > FaeAST: | 

dq Aa: > del AST: > AeA: | 

Ue AAA Hel ATH UerAay | 

VAL A GMA HOT + VATA AMA HOT 
UeAlealdad arat aprealetastd Ta: | Gita 12.15 
IeAld al > UAT Al, Alla Al > Allee | 


33 act Sandhi atfet = I+ 7 
8.4.60 atter | at: (Teret cd) fer (Tare 9) Tea: FATT | 


A consonant of 74 followed by @ is replaced by one homogenous with 
the latter. 


Dental. Tq+4: — de 4: | the 
dissolution of that 


Nasal. q+ > | Faraierae | 
(candrabindu is on 4T= and not on 
aH) 





e.g. 
Tala Aad AMY > Falaietsd AAA | Bhagavad Gita 4.39 
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34 Extension to Savarna AY + § > Aq + FJ Optional 
8.4.62 AAT SiseaAdeeaTA | Optionally, when AY + & occur, then & is 


replaced by purvaSavarna letter. i.e. a letter from AA that happens to 
be closest to @ | 


aq consists of all 1%, 2", 3°, & 4" of row class consonants. How do we 
find out the letter that is closest to & a soft aspirate? 


We know that @ is spoken from the Throat, and it is Aspirated. So those 
class consonants that are either spoken from the throat or aspirated 
will fit. In case of & @ J F all are from Throat, but @ ¥ are aspirated. 
Similarly in case of 4 & S| 4 none from throat but & = are aspirated. 


It is also known that by St9¢a4{ Sandhi, a word will end in the 3" class 
consonant. So we will not have a word ending in @ , that leaves only 4 
from the first row as a close letter to @ | Similarly for the second row of 
class consonants, we are left with only = | 


Thus our equivalence table becomes 


From throat and aspirated. 
ary + at: > any ate: > arate: | Lord of 


speech, Brihaspati 


aspirated. 44 etq4 > F9caq Sandhi > ag 


tana 


aspirated. WHq sat > 4G afi | 


= aspirated. Ty ged > Wa sled > We Ale | 
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36 A specific Sandhi , 2 
8.4.61 3a: FUEAFHT: FASS | 
When Upasarga 3¢ precedes, the € of the roots Fail and Fda is changed to 4 | 


See 3q+¥2cTH -> SE2UTcTH =, and optionally by sutra 8.4.65, -> Sale, then by 
sutra 8.4.55 -> SeUleTF, | 


36b A specific ¥ed Sandhi 


8.2.36 TLUNCAG AFT AATATAMACOL F: | 


For the specific Dhatus A&@, AFSL, Fol, Fol, AL, Wel, AToL, and Dhatus ending in 
GAN (e.g. ReG), and Dhatus ending in IAN (e.g. Pw), when Sef follows, the final 
letter of Dhatu is changed to VAN | 


e.g. Dhatus with 74 indeclinable affix 


ASCH | ASCH | 


Visarga Sandhi 


Abbreviations 

AV = Any Vowel = 44 

SC = Soft Consonant = Voiced = 41q 

HC = Hard Consonant = unVoiced = arg 
repha=% 


8.2.66 FATT: & | Appearance of ® from AAT | 
e Final 4T< of any word changes to ® | 
e Final Wht of the word 4A changes to | 


8.3.15 at Aaaraat: fasta: | Appearance of Visarga. 


e When a Final repha is followed by a hard consonant G& Visarga 
appears in place of repha. 

e When a Final repha is followed by Virama fullstop, Visarga 
appears in place of repha. 


8.3.16 tT: Aft | The repha made from @ is changed to Visarga if followed 
by the 7" case plural vibhakti. 


8.3.34 faasittaes : | Visarga if followed by hard consonant 4% 
changes to 4Tz | 
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37 to 49 Visarga Sandhi Rules 
37. Visarga [preceded by & and followed by 4] changes to HT. The 
following 4 is dropped. 
sta: wey - frat £4 / am Shiva/ the Shiva principle is in me 
Note: the following 4 instead of being just dropped may be 
written as avagraha 5, this is optional. 
tl4: ey = Tease The avagraha is not pronounced while 
chanting. 


38. Visarga [preceded by 4 and followed by any vowel except 3] is 
dropped. The following vowel remains. There is no further sandhi. 
TH: Feat = TWA Zeal (no further puna sandhi) Rama wishes 
TH: apt = 778 areas (no further guna) Rama returns 
Tala: Aa ated + Wa ATTA ated Kings praise health 
aarlaarterd feat a TASS | Gita 2.21 

The gyani who knows the indestructibility of this one, its eternalness, its 

unborn nature, and its unchangeability 





39. Visarga [preceded by 4 and followed by soft consonant] changes to 
at. The following soft consonant remains. 
TA: ARPS = AAT APT «we bow to Narayana 
qa: TA = ART 2A we bow to Rama 
TA: TT — FAT TTT we bow to Durga 
aad: erat... + AAT Tae ... untruth exists not... Gita 2.16 
area: fered Bra: ATaTS: Tard Aa: = 
aera frat arat Ararat faerst aa: 1 Of untruth manifests nothing; of 
truth springs no unreal (Bhagavad Gita 2,16] | 


40. Visarga [preceded by 41 and followed by any vowel or soft 
consonant] is dropped. The following vowel or soft consonant 
remains. There is no further sandhi. 

TT: TAled -> TET Bald (no further dirgha sandhi) Men worship 
AT: ARPeafet -> FT aPreafest (no further dirgha) Men return 
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TUT: Wealed -> ALT Weald Men go 
AT: acted -> FUT ated -T Men take away 


41. Visarga preceded by &T and followed by any vowel or soft consonant 
is dropped. 
ata: AA > ATAT HF girls here 


a: Weafed > aT Weafed they (girls) go 


42. Visarga [preceded by any vowel except &, AT and followed by any 
vowel or soft consonant except @] is replaced by repha. The 
following letter remains. 


wate: Aad = WafAt Aad > Watdc<aq may Ganapati protect him 
Te: sft Sara > Ter std Gara — Tetets Sars Guru thus said 

Te: JaTA > Tet Fars = Teal Guru said 

Te: Fall > Tet ARI > Wese]t Guru is Brahman 

Te: aatd — Tet aad — Wea Guru leads (shows the way) 


43. 8.3.37 PAT: 2x “xAT F | Visarga [preceded by any vowel and 


followed by the hard consonant ® , @ | is replaced by ardhavisarga. 
This replacement is optional. The following letter remains. 
This ardhavisarga is called jinvamuliya and is pronounced as “h” @ 


UH: Held -> WAX Heft Rama does 
UAHA: ed: -> WHAT Fed: of both Ramas is done 
Te: att -> Tex Galt the master digs 

exception 4: + G -> Heh e.g. TH: Held -> THeEHATTT | 


Further this Sutra says — 
Visarga [preceded by any vowel and followed by the hard consonant ¥ , 


% | is replaced by ardhavisarga x. This replacement is optional. The 


following letter remains. 
This ardhavisarga is called upadhmaniya and uttered as “f” & 


Ara: Gated -> ATacx Dated mothers cook 
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gat: etd -> qetx Held a tree flowers /bears fruit 
HA A TSX GT H Ada Sled HA llor 
HA A TST: WTA w adatd Sled HA Il Gita 2.21 


O Partha, How could man prepare a killing and whom could he kill? 
Aaa: Wess ... > ATA: WIS... Madhava and Pandu’s son 


[Bhagavad Gita 1.14] 


Note: In writing, the ardhavisarga rules are followed sometimes in the 
Bhagavad Gita and sometimes not. However during chanting or uttering 
the sentence, the rule is applied i.e. in the pronunciation the 
ardhavisarga is always pronounced correctly, viz ‘h’ or ‘f? as the case 


may be. 

Even though a visarga is printed instead of the ardhavisarga, 
remembering the sandhi rules, during chanting, the ardhavisarga is 
chanted. 





44.8.3.35 att feasts: | 
However when the letter following the  ,@,1, Gis a Mk sibilant, 
then the Ardhavisarga does not apply. 
Condition - Visarga+# /@/Y/% +1 > Visarga remains. 


e.g. Fou: Bey | Teg: & Y (M¢ letter). 
Another exception &: + J > Arq | 


45. 8.3.34 feasts taeq A: | Visarga [preceded by Any Vowel and followed 
by the hard consonant #4 Maheshwar Sutra 114 4@eoq4or 
sibilant 9™< Maheshwar Sutra 12 9[ ¥ 4 | is replaced by 4AT<. This 
aa4Tz then undergoes further sandhi changes. 

i)AV Oo: ZF > AV YA A> the is further replaced by 
Similarly AV : & — AV 4 & — the is further replaced by 9 
eg.U8: F > Wa A > WAY A — WA Rama and 
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li) AV ©: 2 > AV & S DP the® is further replaced by ¥ | 
Similarly AV : 2 — AV 4 S > the is further replaced by ¥ | 
e.g. UH: crad — cae étad — cay crad > waetad Rama 


walks 


ili) AV ©: T > AV 4 I - the is further replaced by © | 
Similarly AV °: J — AV 4 A — the is further replaced by 4 | 
Note:- this could also be stated thus - visarga is replaced by 
waTe and no further change! e.g. WH: dafeagq DS WA aaleaa 
> waeasittad radiant Rama. e.g. TA: tT > TAA T D> THed bow 


to thee 


iv) AV: 3 > AV 4 8 -— thee is further replaced by 2 or by 
visarga! Note:- this could also be stated thus - visarga followed 
by % nochange !e.g. 7H: fara — ane fara — aH fas 
— qAt2sTaTq We prostrate to Shiva or > 74: Tart | Optional. 


v)AV: TP AVA Y — theq is further replaced by ¥ or by 
visarga! 

Note:- this could also be stated thus - visarga followed by Y no 
change! 


e.g. TH: WIAaTy — Aa4d WIAA — aay Way aiA — qHcquya|y 
We prostrate for Shanmukha (another name for Kartikeya, the six 
faced, since he had six mothers). or > TH: WHETA 


vi)AV: > AV A A — the is further replaced by 4 or by 
visarga! Note:- this could also be stated thus - visarga followed 


by 4 nochange! e.g. TH: Harhvara — AAA Aarlvara — 
TATA Mats We prostrate for EternalShiva. or > AA: Aarlaara 
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viiAV: & > AVA A — the is further replaced by visarga. 
Note:- this could also be stated thus - visarga followed by & no 
change! e.g. Tats: atraraayTay ATTA era = 
Tats: etoraqTaTaTy With self-disciplines sins reduce. Note:- this 
rule is basically under the hard consonant rule, and is an 
extension to AV: & | In the sense that we are taking AV: the 
conjunct consonant ® { i.e. & , Compare that rule AV: & — AV 


x @ ardhavisarga results, whereas AV: = Y — AV: & visarga 
results. 


46. Visarga appears when final repha is followed by @z letter ora 
virama. 


8.3.15 a@e—aaaraat: feastata: | In the condition of a word ending in 
<t + az letter, the ~ is replaced by visarga. Also in the condition of 
a word ending in < followed by a fullstop, the = is replaced by 
visarga. This rule is also used to apply for the sutra 6.1.85 


Aeaeay | 


47. Visarga Rule when final repha is in the picture. Stated as: 
A final repha that is followed by a repha, is dropped; 
and the preceding vowel in case itis 1 ,Z or Z is lengthened. 
Here the vowels @, &T are not lengthened, because each of these is 
already “long” by default. What about the vowels # , % ? 
AV: % -AVT 
e.g. gle: TT: — Slee TT: — BT 4: repose in the Lord (the 
Lord rejoices) 
e.g. Tat TAd > FAT tad — FatTead again he plays (again he 
enjoys In the Self) 
e.g. fat th: — At tm: — Atm: without colour (without spirits) 


Note: What is a final repha? A TeTed & is from two sources: 


e From a visarga (by definition of visarga) 
e Naturally occurring in an indeclinable (eg Yat , TAL, Alecy) 
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48. Visarga Rule when a particular final 4A#TZ is in the picture. Stated as: 
The nominative singular case of pratipadika T¢ and Udq in 
masculine is 4: and UY: respectively. Here the visarga is a T@Ted 
W#TX of the masculine 1/1 case suffix 4 [#4 ]. The visarga in the 1“ 
case singular suffix of 4: and UY: is dropped when a consonant 
follows. 

e.g. a: Zalfd — a aattd He gives (the ‘He’ standing over there) 


e.g. 4: qatd — 4 aatt He speaks (the ‘He’ standing over there) 
e.g. UW: zattd — Uy aattd He gives (the ‘He’ standing close by) 
e.g. UW: aatd > UY aatd He speaks (the ‘He’ standing close by) 
e.g. 4 A TSU: WF H Ardatd sled HA ll Bhagavad Gita 2.21 


O Partha, How could a man fashion-a-killing and who could he 
kill? 


49. Visarga [preceded by & and followed by hard consonant] remains. 
The following hard consonant remains. 
qd: Meats... D> Ad: WMseaTA ...Then conches and [Gita 1.13] 
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Anusvara Sandhi 


00 Aqeate: Sandhi = Final { +e{ > anusvara appears 
8.3.23 HISTEATE: | 


An anusvara is the result of a 4 or 7 | It is purely a nasal sound. 

¥ at end of padam is replaced by anusvara when a consonant follows. 
Conversely, if the following letter is a vowel, then the 4 remains 
unchanged. 


E.g. 44 + Weald > WA Wald | anusvara appears. 
But TAX + anteatd remains WA AlT=ald as it is. 


591 Exception to Hq{eaTe: Sandhi = Final {+E > T+% 

8.3.27 Ade A: | ATL SHIM Te AE a: SAT AT | Here the S#1z is from an 
anuvritti. Optionally, when a word ending in 4 is followed by & the F is 
replaced by 4 | 


Eg. e+ edt > hl eae | 


91a Another Exception, Final {+4 > 7 + 4+] 
8.3.30 Tat | THT Acad WET AST FS AT FATT | When a final 4 is 
followed by a4 , a & augment intervenes Optionally. 


E.g.a¢ +4: > Aq + 4+ 4: | Final word after many Sandhis is 
a-cT: | Optional, hence Tet the form is 4: | 


91b Another Exception, Final {+ 1 > 4+q+ 
8.3.31 11 Th | AHI Acai WET MEA TH AT MAT | When a final 4 is 
followed by a 9[ , a { augment intervenes Optionally. 


E.g. WaT + Mt > WaT + T+ Md | Final word after many Sandhis is 
FATA =A! Optional, hence wet the form is Fats et | 


cal 


52 Internal AqeaT<: Sandhi 
8.3.24 TaATTaleaesd Alt | 


An a4ated internal 4 or 4 will be replaced by anusvara when a 3% 
letter follows. 


Definition of Hf — all consonants except semivowels, nasals and the 


aspirate, i.e. 1%, 2", 3, & 4" of the class consonants and the sibilants. 
E.g. observe the declension of a pratipadikam 444 = water, milk, juice. 
Taq +a > ae + e> Tatas waa 


E.g. observe the conjugation process for future tense of #4 with 


upasarga AT 
AT + + ad > att eed > at + mead > are” 


Note - A which is at the end of a padam will not become anusvara 


2/3 v/1 
wars ,e Ue” 
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53 ParaSavarna Sef FAX: Sandhi = Anusvara + 44 


+> UL nasal + AY 


8.4.58 HTAFINET BA WATT: | 


Any anusvara , Weled or 3Ueled, followed by a J letter will be replaced by a nasal 
of the row class of the following consonant. Or by the nasalised semivowel if that is 
following. In case repha is following, then Anusvara does not undergo any change 
since there is no nasal equivalent for repha. 


uy = any row class consonant or semivowel. 


vy 


Replacement for Anusvara=SAUAAD a. 
E.g. Waa Tela Maa WASTES | 


Definition of {Aa - a letter that is similar to the following class consonant. 


E.g. Sis WAU for I, His WAU for T, etc. 


wv 


aq | 


Observe the present tense conjugation process of a dhatu fa? = to sprinkle 


Notice TAa+21+fa > uy aug > feed +31+ fa > Anusvara sandhi> fed +31+ Ta > 
parasavarna sandhi > fsd+ H+Ta> Rasa oe Hehe 


faa + e+ fa -> gana vikarna causes modification in the root -> Ard + w+ fa -> 
fasaq+ e+ fa -> sas + fa > sa: fa -> Peal | 


An Anusvara, followed by any consonant except 9, ¥, 4 and @ is 
changed to the nasal of the class to which the following letter belongs, 
necessarily when in the middle and optionally when at the end of a 
word. 


Anusvara followed Anusvara followed Anusvara followed 
by any letter of fat | by any letter of Fa | by any letter of T4T 
is changed to = is changed to J is changed to | 


B+: > HS HT: H+S: > HWS: > 


> FSH: PVC: 
Gtk: SASF: BES: Se ALS: = 
gS: 
a+e: -cys=> 


T+FT +> TS FT 
> TSFT 


A+Sq: FU ST: 
qvET: 
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54 Extension to Anusvara, ParaSavarna Optional 
8.4.59 AT Taledes | [HACaATRET AMT WLAAT:] Optionally, for a word 


ending in Anusvara, followed by a 44 letter, the Anusvara is replaced by 
the paraSavarna letter, i.e. nasal of the following class consonant.. 


This sutra is saying that for a Final Anusvara followed by 44 the 
replacement is Optional. The previous sutra did not classify whether 
final or internal Anusvara. 


So this sutra clarifies that the paraSavarna replacement for final 
Anusvara is Optional whereas for internal Anusvara is mandatory. 


44 letter (all consonants except sibilants and aspirate) 

E.g. UAq + Weald > OTA Weald or WAS Teal TAS eal) | 
a4+ #retd -> ay = Het -> qaSAieTe | 

TT HAS > TT AT > TTA | 

ald+ fartd —> ale J Sart -> aratecarte | 


Nasalization Sandhi — Candrabindu 


05 Nasalization of { Sandhi - Candrabindu 

8.3.6 TA: Gzqrae | TA Meaey WX: GA TA: AA, & SAT | Specifically for 
the word 4 that signifies masculine, when followed by @4 that is 
further followed by 44 , nasalization happens. 


T+aT +> T+ a+ aq 


E.g. GenTAT | TeenTaT | GERTAT | TEEHTAT | We have alternate forms 


due to some other Optional Sandhis. 


96 Nasalization of { Sandhi 

Earlier we have seen 

8.4.60 atfet | Specific condition {+ 4 > .+ 7 | 
16 


56a Nasalization of { Sandhi = Final {+Hq+a4—> 6: +Hq+aAq 
8.3.7 AGA AIM | THRIAET TET I: GL IT: AH, HSMTTI AT 
TAT TST | 


When a Yated + is followed by a = letter that itself is followed by an 
Ay letter, then the 4 is replaced by a visarga and the preceding vowel 


gets an Anusvara © as an agama or it gets nasalised ©. However this 


does not happen for the word SIT | 


Definition of #4 letter - Maheshwar Sutrall-@o4qeq 


a» ys 


le the hard palatal, cerebral and dental consonants 


Definition of AH letter - Maheshwar Sutra 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 
le all vowels, semivowels, nasals, aspirate 


Eg Bhagavad Gita verse 4T W1aTqara 
AMAT AM Aes TaTaTateal ATTA | 2.11 


You grieve for those that are not to be grieved over 
Let’s see the word Watratatsl > Walaa a> TATATSTT A > 


] ~ y, 
Jararat: A ee 


Tard q{ wGaletter AA letter 


w 


—> Yaratel: t > visargasandhi—> vWatateta 4 —-> 24cdH sandhi> 
Tararatgl A —>—> = WaraTarer | 


Note- Visarga undergoes further sandhi rules of its own. e.g. 
T+ 4 3d: +4 ces / aT | 


TT 


A Confusing Sandhi - Prefixing of 741 


When adding a = does not mean “No”. 


Usually in Sanskrit, acommon Samasa is prefixing a A#T to any word. 
Known as 4&{ Tatpurusha Samasa. 2.2.6 7 | This simply makes an 
antonym. Similarly insertion of the particle = =47 means “No”. 


E.g. Haq Truth. 7 Acay = AACA Untruth. 


E.g.4@ Joy. 7 {a =<4:_ Sorrow. 


However in this Sandhi, we are not adding 4 | Rather we are adding 
TTX Z| And this is just a fluent way of speaking, without any change in 
meaning. 


18 


57 SHE Sandhi = doubling of §, UI, 


8.3.32 SAI etdlefa Saag [Vesa] | Bae W: UT: SA daed Ue ACA WEI 
31d: SAS HATA: felca ¥aleq_ | When the nasals S$, UL , of are preceded by a @€4- 
vowel and are followed by any vowel, then these nasals are doubled. 


Precisely, the @€d-vowel gets a SA HTSTH: | 

Definition of SA letters - Maheshwar Sutra 7-5, 5. ,a 

i.e. the guttural, cerebral and dental nasals 

E.g. Bhagavad Gita verse €>s1Y Sava 

AAS EMH: WEAleots HAT 1 2.10 

As though laughing with a smile the Lord of the senses said to him, O Bhaarata 

see the word Wedleald > Wedeolsd > Wedeisd > Wedeoisd 
@td-vowel + S4 letter + any vowel > written as YWediccd > Wealeaid | 
E.g. POL SM: | AALS UL SM: | WALT OL ATL SM: 1 AIVOHRT: | 


Similarly WIS HTCAT | WeASSTCAT | 


58 An atest Sandhi, Dhatus beginning with ¥ , {> 4 
6.1.64 AtcaTe: F: a: | 


An aT@91, Dhatus beginning with { , {> 4 


Examples of some Dhatus 
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Exception When Sandhi does not happen 


59 sHitata: Condition #4 + #4 —> no sandhi if TTA or “Aa: 
6.1.125 =tawye ats fAcaz | Normally seen for the 1* case dual form 
v2 wibhakti Of certain nouns. Similarly for the pluta form of short simple 
vowels.used when hailing someone from a distance. ™1T2 AA | Whena 
word that is a We (words that do not blend) occurs in the language, 


then vowel sandhi does not apply. Prakriti Bhava = residing in its own 
nature. 


at? + AA the AV sandhi does not apply because tt is a WEA 
Ts"? + Ef the Ay sandhi does not apply because T& is a FETA 
aq? +ef¢ the #aTq sandhi does not apply because 44 is Wey 


Definition of S]g]4 various sutras 1.1.11 to 1.11.19 


° 1.1.11 S4efeaae WIeTA | first case dual nouns ending iné , 
& TU, ae? , Tan? qq 

« 1.1.12 AAT Tq | and also when such vowels occur in 
declension of 4¢4 pratipadika, e.g. AHT+S9T7: | 

® 1.1.14 fAaTa WHTSATS | any monosyllabic particle , e.g. 7 


(pronoun as in stem for ¢@4) = , J , AT (prefix meaning near or 
towards) , | (addressing someone as Hey! ) 

» 1.1.15 tq | any He indeclinable ending in AT 

° 1.1.16 Fat THeAeAATAATT | e.g. AST (addressing 


someone respectfully as O! ) , ret , SaTet 


Definition of “fa: 
1.2.27 HHIASSACTATATTA: | 
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Vedic Sandhis or Purity of Chanting 


In the Vedic literature, there are many Upanishads and powerful 
mantras, e.g. the Namakam and Chamakam in Rudram. Various 
phonetic and euphonic combinations in such texts have been preserved 
by chanting them in a specific manner. The method of chanting varies 
from recension to recension or from family tradition to family tradition. 


Notes on the letters of the Sanskrit alphabet and their characteristics 
have been mentioned in early texts known as W1rastrem Pratigakhyas. 
These Pratisakhyas are named Rigveda Pratisakhya, Taittiriya 
Pratisakhya, Vajasaneyi Pratisakhya, etc. to denote the Vedic version or 
tradition. These texts serve to safeguard the exactness of chanting and 
thus help maintain the purity of the Vedas. 


In the early ages, the principle mode of teaching was oral; students 
learned the texts by heart and passed them on to subsequent 
generations orally. In the modern print era, most of us rely on 
textbooks, thus it becomes critical for the academicians to hear the 
actual chanting and put it down in print, so as to enable the sanctity of 
the literature and continue the unbroken heritage. Vedic literature is 
replete with accents, named anudatta, udatta, svarita that vary the 
pitch during chanting. Apart from pitch, some letters of the alphabet are 
recited differently in certain situations, also many ayogavaha sounds 
can be heard clearly. 


Some common sounds heard during recital of mantras and shlokas 
have been penned down to help researchers and serve the needs of 
pundits engaged in a gurukulam. In any case, Vedic chanting must be 
learnt from a qualified acharya in a proper school. 
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Vedic Accents 


Accents used in Sanskrit verses increase the power and flow of the mantras during 
chanting. 


Anudatta shown by an underline = 31eTeTd: = signifies base pitch. 
Udatta = unmarked = 3¢fd: = standard pitch. 
Svarita = shown by a vertical bar = aNd: = high pitch. 


Dirgha Svarita = shown by two vertical bars = él: Fad: = high to low to standard 
pitch. 


Refer Vajasaneyi Pratisakhya of Katyayana, chapter 1 
CUraet FRO HEAL | Foo | SeeeeleA: | Roc | oAleNeferea: 1 808 | SHAMAN: | 


88° | Though it seems here and in Panini’s Ashtadhyayi it is mentioned that high pitch is Udatta, 
practically when we hear and learn the Vedic chanting, it is found that standard tone is Udatta. 
Svarita is high pitch. And Dirgha Svarita is going from high to low to normal pitch. 


Sound of 3TH to help utter a consonant 


HON! AssteleA | 8.22 Taittiriya Pratigakhya of Mahiseya 


Chanting of Om }” 
Refer text Taittiriya Pratisakhya of Mahiseya, Book 2 Chapter 6 
STR q Wa Casta Fa i 8 


Some chant the HT in the sacred sound % ( 3114 ) as long with 21/2 unit duration. 
And the remaining % unit duration for the HAN | 


Refer text Vajasaneyi Pratisakhya of Katyayana, chapter 2 
GUTaVT | 4% | WUTd: Ad-Jale: Sid 1 A-ATAVT | 


Bal S13 @ IEA | H3ZA Hal TAX | 


Shukla Yajurveda Chanting 


Anusvara followed by sibilants, aspirate, repha or simple vowel. 
A symbol for the same is given in some texts as X or 8 | The 


pronunciation sounds like “gum”. 


Anusvara followed by a conjunct consonant uttered as "[ =¥ or 
& | Sounds like gg. Thus 3 +1 > vA | 


WaTt uttered as GATX , if not followed by a dental consonant 
Tat | 

4c uttered as THT , written as symbol & , at the beginning of 
a quarter verse, beginning of a word, etc. 

Refer text Siksa Sangraha chapter ATATeATeaa lar TST AAT, 

ay feat aes Areal aaa | 

THT GH: Tacha FT AT AAT Ml 2 

SU AeA POTSSAT Aa: Wate: | 

Tareaaqaraed FAA AST FT Il 2 

AAMT TF HHL: FATEH: ASCII T | 

Fae Ast AaHEA MOTATA Weyatela: Il 


chapter arcarattyenr Foret, 

Gravel 4 Warel 4 za —-Aaqyey J | 

q: Mee Sit faaat Arsea: A A Sid Ha: Il Vow 
Goa AAA Agua ANA TAIT | 

ATH TTA ATT ANTS ll Qok 


Trott eal TOT etx eae Hants cal Hedfers care fertare cal fatrafels 
eae Ta AA | dar aral adurera Ardaq aval, IHS YaT: | Rudra 


Ashtadhyayi 1* Chapter. 
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Ayogavaha Sounds 


Ayogavaha 3Talelalé simply means a sound that does not have an independent 
existence. A sound that comes into being because of the proximity of specific letters 
of the alphabet when chanted in a flow. 


The anusvara 31 and the visarga 31: are the two ayogavaha sounds in classical 
Sanskrit. Vedic Sanskrit includes many more as listed earlier, including the changes 
to anusvara and the ardhavisarga - jihvamuliya or upadhmaniya - due to visarga. 


Refer text Vajasaneyi Pratisakhya of Katyayana, chapter 8 


HAA GUTS ATHoAA CARATS: 1 8 1 AMEE: 1 ev 1 Ata Ria ferfa Tafa 1&5 1 
HUSA: 1 8&1 PATA Tia fate eis 1 ko 1 WavAeTayed: 1 8¢ 1 xh Sia eae: 1 
8S | xT SICA: | Ro | H SCATEAN: 1 2 1 HT: Slot Faotehla: 1 221 G Sie aaa: 
| 3 | HAA MEMS Wes: uh GFT Y Sit AAT: 1 W 1 BAMA aM faerfa- 
Genel Haled 1 Va Geasfee-qor seauieNicAarsd: | 2 1 Thus this text 


enumerates 65 letters of the Vedic Sanskrit alphabet. 


Yama Sounds 


Refer Taittiriya Pratisakhya of Mahiseya, Book 2 Chapter 9 
UMA HAA SAAWTA HT CAST ARAFAT: 1 82 


del 4A 3th 11 83 1 These sounds are termed Yama. 


w 


Yama 4A , a term given to doubling of any of the row consonants. Here a , g vi; 
have been called the four Yama sounds due to doubling, viz. Fh , G@ , TT , tT 
Yama is a grammatical term for “its twin letter”. 


<i Gils 


Where 


a =%,ad,¢,d,4— doubling of first letter of any row consonant, Td | 


~ ~ ~ 


g =@,3,5,%, B — doubling of second letter of a row consonant, 36 | 
qT =3,01,5,4, 4 — doubling of third letter of any row consonant, && | 
3 =4,H,¢,&, H — doubling of fourth letter of a row consonant, +3 | 


Also refer text Rigveda Pratisakhya, chapter 1 


Ua: MY ArsaaeAs i ll ASTATEAT TAM: un wll AMPAFI-FA-HTCANKT 1 ¥C ll 3A 
AAMT: 11 Soll 
chapter 6 


FAM GAA-HeA- HATA: FATA TARY HaqTATAHY 11 2 
e.g. fet: when uttered actually sounds like3tf@eet: | Doubling of THR | 


When a non-nasal row class consonant is followed by a nasal consonant, then this is 
heard. However it is also mentioned that we never write the Yama letter, i.e. in 
writing there is only one THN | So Heer: is the correct spelling in written text. 


Svarabhakti Sound 


Refer Rigveda Pratisakhya, chapter 6 


FATeT AAA CALA HA: SANT AFIT 11 36 I 


The Svarabhakti sound gets uttered when a THT or APN is followed by a non-nasal 
row class consonant. This Svarabhakti is the simple vowel SH | 


e.g. Teaeellitc when spoken sounds like Ufel#ellXel | 

See 7 aT HI AoA AT fE y: UfeaeitRadaaar sled | Rigveda 5.2.4 
Similarly WAT is written as UXSAAE | 

See Unsaid cai an asta | Rigveda 1.127.2 


e.g. ATeqat Jahnvi is uttered as Janhvi ! 
Fal Brahma is chanted as Bramha ! 


Nasikya aTfaa , aname given to the term @ — 2 3, to show that Sisa 
Tag letter. 


Avagraha or Elision of a sound 

Avagraha aug or W29-Tte4 is depicted by the symbol S , and is 
principally to denote the silent A#Tz | When written twice Ss it denotes 
that ATHTZ is silent, or not to be uttered. 


afedishtae aa 22 BAN alad AT | 

aM dale: AREAS A Feld |i Bhagavad Gita 2.13 

FM Gad Teed Sarai Arar | 
adalaeadi 2z AMISSCA Algfescad | Bhagavad Gita 13.32 


By definition, Avagraha A4—-Te means that which is differently Aq We 
understood. The Taittiriya Pratisakhya of Mahiseya refers it to be a 
pause of 2 or 1 unit length, without any letter being uttered. 
qoey fea —ATTT | 2.49 | FAAT OT ATT: 1 8.46 | AM ATT 14.22 | 
HATS SAA 4.2 | 

Recent grammarians have used the S symbol to signify a silent AHTZ , to 
avoid loss or change of meaning. fTatsex | ATSeq | 
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Relevant Ashtadhyayi Sutras 

1.1.1 qfgeztez | Vriddhi letters are at T ait 

1.1.2 H¢STT: | Guna letters are AT at 

1.1.3 =%1 Tg-zt | Guna substitution for Final = vowel in Dhatu 
1.1.4 4 atqary arazaras | But not when root-letter-dropping- 
AAA affix follows 

1.1.5 fst 4 1 And not when fd-fic-fec-aretatd affix follows 
1.1.7 Batsatedet: FAT: | The group of two or more consonants 
without intervening vowel is named 44trtT conjunct consonant. 
1.1.8 Faalaraaaaisqatas: | Anunasika is that which is spoken 
simultaneously from Mouth and Nose 

1.1.9 Tarawa Farry | Soft Palate etc. Place of Utterance and 
Effort in Utterance of whose are same are called homogeneous 
letters or the correct letter for replacement. 

1.1.11 dae¢ feaa4 WEA | Definition of Pragrinyam 

1.1.12 Heat ATT | Pragrinyam 

1.1.14 fata WHTSATS | Pragrihyam 

1.1.15 atq | Pragrinyam 

1.1.16 FST saHeaAeAATaATs | Optional Pragrihyam 

1.1.49 ost eaTaart | 6" case vibhakti indicates taTat 

1.1.50 taTaseaeas: | ATS is that which is closest in homogeneity to 
eat 

1.1.51 StI TAZ: | Guna letters extension AT AT 

1.1.52 acttscaet | Final letter of ATA is the farat 

1.1.53 fy | Extension to tat Letter 

1.1.54 are: TET | Exception to tat Letter 

1.1.55 ade freq AaeT | Extension to tart Letter 

1.1.60 He9t4t ATT: | Invisibility or dropping Definition 

1.1.66 afeatata fates yaer | 7" case vibhakti indicates =aT4T is the 
word that is immediately preceding the 7" case word. 

1.1.67 TeaTiecqazeq | 5" case vibhakti indicates <aT4T is the word 
that is immediately following the 5" case word. 

1.1.69 ay Sfeq Hatley A ATCT | Definition of Pratyahara a and 
Definition of 3feq 
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1.1.70 TxttdcHTAeY | THT at end of a letter signifies that letter 
alone in fixed time length in all its variations. ACH, 4, =e 

1.2.4 aTaaTaey att | Guna sunstitution overruled for aft 
aTaalds affixes 

1.2.27 Saltisseeaetaread: | Time Units 1, 2, 3 resp. correspond to 
eet, at, AT 

1.2.28 Haat | Terms ea , StF , cfd are applied to Vowels only 
1.3.10 Fat AeA AAS: FATAA | Definition of Corresponding and 
Respectiveness of letters. 

1.4.2 fastcua a Fry | When two succeding Sutras give 
contradictory results, apply the later Sutra of these. 

1.4.10 st4 AF | Definition of 7 letter 

1.4.11 Fart Te | Definition of T letter 

1.4.12 4t4¥ | Definition of 4s letter 

1.4.109 4z: Aafaea: Aart | Definition of Sandhi situation 

1.4.110 fazratstatay | Pause or stop in Speech is named 4aara | 
6.1.72 af¢ataty | Governing Domain of Sandhi starts 

6.1.73 #41 When d# Arta: happens 

6.1.77 sHl ants | Sp+dissimilar vowel gives 47 letter + vowel 
6.1.78 WaIsaarara: | UA + AA gives AA/AqT + AA 

6.1.84 wa: Taqzat: | A Single letter replaces both letters facing 
each other during Sandhi 

6.1.87 ara: | Aqtt+E4q — both replaced by guna letter 

6.1.88 afaets | tact+0— => both replaced by vriddhi letter 

6.1.90 ate | Vriddhi of aTé augment, Conjugation process of Past 
Tense 4 

6.1.94 vfs Feaqy | ATaTed H+ letter, both replaced by 71 letter. 
An exception to Savarna Dirgha & Vriddhi Sandhis. 

6.1.95 amet | 4 followed by af() dropped. Also & followed by 
upasarga particle AT dropped 

6.1.101 am: Fatt ere: | ert replaces two same or similar Z-4 
6.1.109 Ue: Fatedrate | Valet U+H then & gets elided to s. An 
exception to AaTq{ sandhi 

6.1.113 Aa UI AAA | AHI S + AHL SAH F + AHS 
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6.1.125 “qaqa ata facaq | Sandhi stopped for S74 / “At words 
6.1.127 sHrsvantt spears seqe7 | An opinion of ancient 
grammarian Shakalya who preceded Panini 

6.1.128 cash: | Another note by grammarian Shakalya 

6.4.77 ata Farqyat ZAIRaASaeST | Fatt + Vowel gives = +Vowel, 
sat + Vowel gives Sq + Vowel. An Exception to Yan Sandhi. 
7.2.115 Hatteaft | Vriddhi substitution of final 44 vowel 

7.2.116 Ad STAT: | Vriddhi substitution of penultimate A#TZ vowel. 
7.3.84 ara¢ardaraatdhat: | Guna Substitution due to dhatu affixes. 
7.3.86 TieityrTaet A | Guna Substitution for penultimate short 2h 
vowel of Dhatu. 

7.4.28 RS say-ferseq | FE changes to fF | 

8.2.1 Yaa Aa | The famous faatTet section that is invisible to the 
earlier sutras in the Ashtadhyayi. 

8.2.30 FT: h: | Fat + Aa > Hay + Ae | Also, a Word ending in 
at changes to word ending in a" | 

8.2.39 AAT Fst5sect | Word ending in Hq changes to ending in FI | 
8.2.66 Fase: = | Word ending in 4 > = | 

8.3.6 TA: GARI T+ a+ aq oT e+ aq+ aq 

8.3.7 AWsaTaTT | Except to WITT _, other Final 4 + 44+ A> 
Final & + 34 + Aq | 

8.3.19 alt: aTHeaeT | FATT: optional after waTq Sandhi 

8.3.23 Hisqeare: | Final ¥+ee , makara changes to anusvara 
8.3.24 qaTtatedet Ate | An internal 4/4 + Ae, Anusvara appears 
8.3.32 Sat gearata SHltacay | Doubling of =4 nasal letter 

8.3.34 feasted 4: | Visarga+ at > A+ az 

8.3.35 mae faastata: | Visarga + Gx + 9% > Visarga does not 
undergo any change. Exception to 8.3.34 and also to 8.3.37 
8.3.36 aT af& | Visarga + 9% > Visarga is Optional. Te AaTx | 
8.3.37 Brat: x x41 7 | Ardha Visarga i.e. Jinvamuliya or 
Upadhmaniya appears. 

8.3.55 Atatedeq Yat: | Internal 4 to Y cerebral. 

8.3.56 He: ATs: 4: | For the Dhatu Ug AUT , we get the rupa Hz by 
sutra 6.1.64, and its word 4Ts — cerebral ¥ i.e. UTS | 
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Maheshwar Sutras 


ATe-azs FAT are sounds that are a rearrangement of the 


Devanagari Alphabet for grammatical use. Listed at the start of the 
Ashtadhyayi Sutrapatha. 


fe [ato nasalforg 
eo 


fe [ery _~(| of row =r 
9 |e | areal soft consonants 


3" of tow =F (sof 


1* and 2" of row =a 
=. are a =x consonants 





Consonants have been written with SIAHTX solely for enunciation. But 
the TOT = 31% contains ctHIX, anunasika Tag 31, and a consonant 
Tag J | 
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Maheshwar Sutras Elucidated 


| Tthemagic | 
All vowels=4 4letters | All Simple 


Simple vowels = F vowel | vowels 
letters S 

Diphthongs =U 4 diphthon 
letters gS 


NO 


wv at Semivowels = 4 
All consonants =% % Aspirate 
letters & Semi 
5" of row = all Nasals = 
FT F letters 


4" of row =H FT letters Maha 
prana 


@ = are soft consonants 
7 


my 


vowels 


4 


g| 
4 
al 
— 
4 
ry 


HITS Ss FT | 3% ofrow=F letters 
(soft consonants) 
wAetT Z| 1l*and2™ofrow=aq 1* and 
letters 2° of row 
z 


= are hard consonants 


9 Sibilants are hard 
consonants = 9 < 
letters 


S @ | Aspirate is soft 


_ 
22 
gq 
4 





oO 
s 


consonant 
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Effort of Uttering various Letters as in Passage of Air through 
throat glottis and Mouth cavity = ajgj-yad 


1° 3° 5" of row 
class 


Effort of Uttering various Letters as in position of tongue within 
mouth = Altaedt—-9ad 
Arye 


erat | 
Tongue touches 
somewhere fully 
hence called fully 
Contacted 
Tongue touches 
somewhere 
partially hence 
called partially 
Contacted 


Tongue leaves full 
Opening hence 
called Open 
Tongue leaves half 
Opening hence 
called Half Open 


ay 

TF Tongue leaves 
partial Opening 
hence called 
partially Open 
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The Sanskrit Alphabet 
Apa AVATAT 


Sanskrit 4h is written in the <aaTTt Devanagari script, whereas 
English is written in the Latin (or Roman) script. 


w 


AMMSSTHRHEDS UU3Itst War 30 


es ja iT [a |S The Shiva Sounds 
a |e |e |e |e 

ec jo |S |S |T The Brahma Sounds 
+ | 


we fe [w [a _ | Thevishnu Sounds 


OPRISSEOCS 


Aa a Conjunct letter 
Consonants written with the vowel 3 for enunciation 


The vowel long @ is not found in literature. It is given only in the 
alphabet, grammar books or in font sets. Hence crossed out. 





Conjunct letter 44h Haz 
a, A, A are not letters of the alphabet. Rather these are conjuncts that 
have become popular in writing. 
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Place & Effort of Enunciation 


Place of | Vowels S4l Row Consonants a4 Semi | Sibi 
vow | lant 
Alpaprana Mahaprana 
el 


eee 
Pa a Ga a 


ame is |e jt i|elaiaia}] | 


Consonants are supplied with vowel & to aid enunciation 


Diphthongs have twin places 


ait at of utterance, being 
compound vowels 
d 


The vakara is different from 
the other semivowels as it has 
twin places of utterance 


Candrabindu means 
Nasalization 


am 3y Anusvara is a pure Nasal 
fot 
bs Y : 
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VOWELS faz 
Long Vowels are sounded twice as long as the short vowels. 
DIPHTHONGS 4reaerz (afeat — Fez) Are combinations of two 
vowels and are sounded long. 
GUTTURALS Ue (also known as VELAR) 
Sounded from the throat with the tongue resting. 
PALATALS aIcTS (soft palate) 
Sounded with the tongue raised slightly. 
CEREBRALS 4&t- (also RETROFLEX or LINGUAL, hard palate) 
Sounded with the tongue touching the roof of the mouth. 
DENTALS Gru 
Sounded with the tongue distinctly touching the teeth. 


LABIALS 311 


Sounded with the lips distinctly touching each other. 
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Mouth Positions - Corresponding letters 
Aside =_and & 


Pronounce & by pinching your nose and uttering 
Pronounce F witha smile 


Image Source: A Practical Sanskrit Introductory by Charles Wikner 


ate 


eo aeeq at mh at evodee HSlE ie 
VMSSITFPRREATIMMAA: 
a 4 itu ai sr F7F 1 tT1 ea o au am é ah 


a a fad a @ 


“= 


TTq_qgrat at tH F & 
exceptions: FH A é 


a 


Alphabetical Order y 


aya 
aia 

of 

vo) 

Ss 

cS 

UT 

X 

T 


Hayao wy 6 y 3 





Vowels 4x1: — Za: Short, ¢t4: Long 


ae Ec: ee 


aa: = 
ator pure aeqaITaT | and Nose 
nasal 

a a a —— 


Consonants — 


Aqay ada ArTITT Mouth and Nose 
Consonant Alpaprana 
jars: | [at | fate: | [ater | fee | 
2 ees OO 


7 A-q:=y Semi Vowel 


PT Tet Tl 


St Se ee a 


ay Sibilant (Hot Hissing) 
ee Cd ait | le | 
Pe ae a 


Aspirate 
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Consonants with Place of Enunciation in Mouth/Nose, Aspiration 
Quality Low/High, Stress Level, Effort Type Inner/Outer, Throat 
Opening Open/Close. SC = Soft Consonant = UTS Voiced, HC = Hard 
Consonant = 3Tare Unvoiced. 


[et pix | ft 
sete] || |) ix ie, | > 
Nedic| | [a] | |x | | |x |x] [ 


Note — Place for 4#1z is supposed to be @d-a1g 
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Paniniya Shiksha - Science of Pronunciation 


Sanskrit is a language that was orally passed on from generation to 
generation. There are many sections in the Vedas and later texts that 
tell about the letters of the alphabet and their proper intonation, 
enunciation and phonetics f2Tatt | 


Taittiriya Upanishad Shiksha Valli 
oftert STeATEaTA: | Ut: FAT: | AAT ACTA | ATA AT: | 
seqeh: oftetteara: i 2.2 (Chapter 1 Anuvaka 2) 


Taittiriya Pratisakhya dhe TTT 


AA ATTATATA: Il 2 (Chapter 1) 
TAT: FAM TAT AeT:eAT SCAT: A AM ala: | 
feat_aaeare_oe: & ATA: TA Sear: 1 


Paniniya Shiksha OTOH Ta TT OTS: / TS ATS: 
AATMATAIAT: MRI AAA THAT ATS: | 2.2 


Paniniya Shiksha OMT [2T8tT QeTTeHTIATHT 
ay treat vaeata ast Ag TAT | 2.2 


The Rigved Pratisakhya FHISUTALIRA and Vajasneyi Pratisakhya 
TISAAat WaT are also notable texts on fara | 


Utter each letter clearly and distinctly, with proper position of the 
tongue in the mouth. This is the aim of the Shiksha texts. It will take 
some time to practise and getting used to the correct method of 
reading a Sanskrit letter and text. However it is most rewarding, as our 
anatomy, bones and muscles are all connected to sound, the key aspect 
of the fundamental element space. 
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Latin Transliteration Chart 


Consonants are shown with vowel ‘a= & for uttering 


iene | Le 





ga [a 
‘gha | 
fa |= 
a 
Cm 
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Lit 


Epilogue 


The study of Sanskrit grammar is a rewarding experience and it is amply 
enriched by a good working knowledge of Sandhi. Sandhi is the 
veritable backbone for both Speech and Semantics in Sanskrit, 
especially in the powerful chantings of mantras during pujas. 


aq Ward Alaa: | Ad Arq FACTAAT: | 
ae Warr ae | AT Hae SE AAA I 
3 otfed: Mifed: MTfed: Ul 


When faith has blossomed in life, Every step is led by the Divine. 


Sri Sri Ravi Shankar 


Om Namah Shivaya 


Wa Teed 
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